Xerophytica 2014 - Plants for our Future | Post-Congress Tours

POST-CONGRESS TOUR 1: EWANRIGG BOTANIC GARDENS

Sunday morning, after the Closing Dinner of Xerophytica 2014, we headed out early to Ewanrigg Gardens, to setup piping hot teas,
coffees, gingerbread and rusks. An abundant bar with softdrinks and perfectly chilled alcoholic beverages, was expertly assembled
by Rob Jarvis, for those in full post-congress mode. Our zone was set up in front of structured lines of Aloe aculeata, with their
greyish to vivid green leaves and dark brown prickles scattered over both surfaces and arising from pale rounded tubercles. The
aloes were all lined up like soldiers, with their sword-like, firey red, bright orange and yellow inflorescences standing to attention,

ready to salute the arrival of the buses filled with nrigg Post Congress Tour delegates.
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After tea/coffee and gingerbread and rusks were served, we were welcomed by our Chairman, Malcolm Thackray, followed by an
introduction to the gardens by Annah Pasipanodya, the current Curator of Ewanrigg. Manfred Spindler then provided all our
presenters and experts with permanent markers and labels, in order that they could help the Aloe Society and National Parks with
the correct labelling and to remove any incorrect labelling of the plant specimens in the Ewanrigg Garden. What a unique
opportunity for us to harness the combined knowledge of our presenters, most of whom have written books on the plants, and get
their input and assistance! They were all enthusiastic and jumped on board in full force. It was amusing to witness the great debates
between the gurus, as to what aloe was which, and which encephalartos was what, and we soon realised that even the experts
don’t know everything, and won’t commit to an identification unless they are 100% certain!

Our delegates were then free to amble around the gardens, in the company of our Congress presenters and experts who
disappeared in all directions! It was a great morning wandering around (or chasing after different groups!) And the aloes had all
behaved impressively and flowered on cue! One of my favourites was the new bed of aloe globuligemma, a most attractive and
unusual species, which occurs in dense colonies on the way to Birchenough Bridge. The species is named in reference to its
onspicuouly globular buds. Another treasure was to see the incredible WHITE aloe ferox in its secret hidden location.
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Euphrbia ??

Aloe vanbalenii and aloe arborescens

Aloe habaudii variations

White Aloe ferox
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EWANRIGG HISTORICAL REFERENCE
1. Basil Christian’s home site

2. Memorial Plaque

3. Original Aloe garden

4. Cycad Grove

5. Herb Wheel

6. Hybrid Aloe Kopje

7 Water garden slope

WELCOME TO EWANRIGG
Here g garden wos bom

HAROLD BASIL CHRISTIAN
1E71 to 1950

Harobd Basil Christian was & Zimbaiy pronesr

ZIMBABWEAN CYCADS

Cpoads are members of the Symnaospenm groupn.
SPMNOSPEnTS wane ance the dominant plants in the
tropics. They ane charactersad by their cones within
'winich the seeds e exposed on the scles,

botanist who bequesthed his fanm, Ewanrigs. to be
Efeen to the nation ss = nationsl monument. Bann in
Part Blizabeth, South Afrio in 1571, he was educbed
2t [Eton and was kaier employed in Kimberiey and an
the Witwatersrand 25 & mining enginser until 1910,
He hed = oousin in Rhodesis and emigrated thene in
1511 subesquently he purchased the 552 mangen
furm which he namad EWANTISS sfter a Ssmily
property on the lsie of klan. He immedately st
aibout developing & ganden.

Spacious lewns wers beid out in frant of the home-
stend and where one large immowshble rock
interferad with the continuity, & surieyar moved =
lange cump of Alos cameroni from the nesrby hils o
mids the unsightly rock. Wihen Tis plant flowersd the
nedt yamr without having been wabersd, Christisn
with delight devoted his afenton to sibes. Fom thet
mumble beginning in about 1315, maone and mare
rocheries were construched and sioss were collscted
or otherwise soquired until, in 1939, E.W. Reynoids
desmed it “the finest and most complate collaction
of mioss in evistanos”_ Insyitably & new d)oo woud e
named after him. The descrigtion of Aloe ghrishiand
WS Written by S.)W. Reynalds in 1535, the spades
hewing been onginelly coliected by Christen at
EwRnrigs.

By 1543, the Alog garden, much sxtended, covensd
some seven acres and hed geined a workdwide
reputation, snd Christisn was regsrded by botanists,
Both amateur and profecsional, 2 = Eading authody
peneraily. He stated that his waork had besn inthe
matune of s hobly and that hissucoess oould not hee
been achieved hed it not been for Te cooperation of
the Roysl Botenial Gardens ot Keow in England snd
the Division of Botany in Prator.

At his desth on 1Z May 1330, the faom and his
compiets collection of sosntific reconds mnd resssrch
wene bagquasthed to the neSon with e request that
the oollsction should remein intect and Tetthe wok
should be continued. This palicy has been Sollowed
Oy the Sucomssive CUMATOrS Since Tthat time, andthe
[EArchEn MOW COWERS My mores. Christian's ganden is
his memarial, snd sny slshorate sdifios would hawe
besn out of place.

Zimbaiwe s onlfy Sor spaces of Gy MNISPENM; one
conider, two cyjpresses and three cpods. The oonider,
FPogdirprpys. datiblius. s the commercally used
indiganous yellowwood. The cpprescssans juninarys
poEea, which s wery rare, and MWiddsingtonia
nogifinrg, the mountein cedar of the Exsienn DEtrice.
The thres Zimbsbwesn cpcads are diffoult to
distinguish from each other.  Encephiartas
manikensis from the mounteinous sres north of
Mutare, ususlly NES prominent prickles on the
A

chimanimanipnsls, found mlong the
&ntire sastarn mountain barder, hes longer {1%om 4]
lenfiats which sne mone widshy scattersd than in the
ather twao spedes. EngRahaiarts QOANME. whidh i
found anlly on expassd siopes around the Belinmae,
Bunde =nd West Micholson mress in the south and
soutiwest af the oountry, hias Short leafets Soosly
paciad tomather.

Cycads oan De aither malke or femaie plants, and 5205
ususlly distinguished by the differenos in the cones,
Cpoads are aiinck And inssct-pallineied. The lange
quantities of pollen relessad from the male cones e
wind-disparsad and, under Swwourable conditions, Te
pallen Erains burst within the f=male cone. The
fertilised sewds are red, borne an onange soles, and
when ripe the whols cone disinteprates. Sesds
perminate ciose by or ane carrisd mway by sssd-
exting binds. Sermination ooours 2t the anset afthe
rainy sessan.

Al cpcads mre pinnate-emved L. they heve leafiets
Barne an 2 oxntral stalk]. Cycads can be distinguished
from the tres fenns by their kot of spores.

The cycad collaction at Ewanrigs was bezun by Basil
Christian and indudes spedimens of the Zimbstwesn

cp@ds together with speces from nejghbouring
countriss.

ALOES

floss mre basically Africsn plants but, bacsuss of
their popularity, theyae found in public and private
pArdens throushout the warkd. hare then 500 pure
speces eye 50 far Deen described, with mare being
found eeery yposr, meinly in Afce, with the langest
conosntration being in South Aftios, Kanys, Bthiops,
Timbairwe, hakawl, Botswane and Tanzsnis, bt siso
in Madezascar and the Arabizn Peninsl.

Of the 30 that ooour in Zimbate, four ane uniqus ta
thits country, and & further seven only ooour on the
mountmins which form the bonder Detwesn
Timbaowe and Mazambique.

The five aloss which ane endemic to Zimbswe ane:
Aloe Dl — found in the Bopon] Rhner Gonge: Ahoe
igpangenss - which ooours in the Nysnga and
Boumin mountsins: Alse musARana - from s
Miountain; the spactacular Aloe orthalgoha - fram Te
iGreat Dyios and Aloe fgar - from the Mwenesi snes
aind anly neimed in 1952,

Froz of the s aloss shared with Marambique ane
found in the Chimanimani kounteins. They ane:

A hazedang A. Hasmani A muachil A ghpssiier
A gitdl - =il rmmed afber their disoovererns in the
15505 mnd sarly 19508, Abe fhodesiang is whdespmsd
in the emstern mountsine and i =iso found on
SArangass. Mountain in Mazsmbique.

The remaining 15 spackes are distributad nat anly in
Zimiaie Dt als in neEEhBouring ountries:

Aloe aculeata - the tonny md-hot-poker Abe
Aloe arborescens — the bushy, Branding Alos
Aloe oxmeronii — the copper-desf ned Alos

Alog chabaudli — the common pink rock ke

Alos ghrichignii — Bl Christen's Alos

Ao oryatopoga — Driinks Alos

AlDe gEORisg. - the nobbs rad or arange-bes Alos
Aloe globuwigamma — the poisanous Abe

Aloe graathaadi —the woodiand Abe

Adow Kttonals —the Luands tree Albe

Alog lubonoons — the Loweeskd Aos

Aloe oyriaantha — the minture gres Abe

Alos pansibractaata - the Laacel spotted Alos
Aloe pretoriensis —the mistoelt sEmmed Alos
Alod macKEta (sapananial — the “soap” Alae
Alow 59icata (Rssiifiana) - the yeliow botte-orush
1. ]

Aloe syffulla - the ciimbing Abe
Aloe syynnpcioni— e exsern spoted Abe
Aloe pebring — the psbradeadsd Aloe

THE TREES

In the marden you will find among the indigenous
tress many enotic tees fram other iands. Thess wee
introdudsd for the nesson that itwes considened thet
the gardens shouid be attractive and interesting to
wisitors st all times of the yesr and thus exotic
Siowering traes would add 0 tha besuty. Indesd, itis
50 =nd to mention but thres — at Chrsbmas you will
find the Cassia jgvaniog from Indonesia in glorious
dispiay 2% the entrance. In Apdl The indigenous Sl
@risiaga spreads & ganpet of white papery blassoms
nemr the water lily ponds and in Ssptember the
Brachyshegia spicirmis pressnt = Erest spectece of
aoibgur with their new beeves.

The mardens ans surnoundad by & fringe of indimenou
forest and & path beading off the road to the office
will h=ad you into the unspailt forest of indigenous
trees, many of tham isbalisd.

Listed below ane some of the tress in the gamen with
Shams names in brackets:

Asapsania digibata - Baabmb

Acogia Spherang - peperhadk Ao (Munga|

Aooia genang - prej-neined Ao
AR

Brachyshegin hoghmi — Prinos of Wisbes Seathers

Cossia Singupng, — winber Caase [ eI
Cagsaininia Serpg — leopaird tres
Croatrnia silinpe, danu, tree - Levant

Chaieas faeneigi — qunry bef- Ceylan

Cussonia grbaren — octopus ashime tres ke
Enetiving amgEiga - ot putertres (M)
Eqethring falogha — South Americ
EOpinning sRRgass — South Amerca
ErECR P, TEEIARuS, — propelier tres (hundar|
{uharnardia gianifiarg — (Munqnda)
PERAAACNNRE S MARAUNR IRl - BuaDerTy

Bitinsigma thangingil — manbey bread i skum]

FRUARAAT SAMFARIIAT — PEEN 2Rl [ DngaTE

Tabehua ararea — Central Amency

Tabeouia chrsybatricha - Brail

Termingtia sericng. — siver omipefs (hanmas|

Bhus inngiogs - lenge-iented DS (MARERSEDE
PO Box OF300, Causeway,
Harare, Zimbabwe
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Lunches were packed and awaiting distribution as the noon day approached, and “Xerophytica” branded water was handed out to

—

Around 1pm, everyone gathered around back at the tea/lunch site and tucked into their picnic packets with much enthusiasm.
Picnic packets were dissected and slowly demolished, with numerous delegates bartering for their favourite item! A few drinks
under the msasa and munondo trees and much chatter and appreciation of the incredible feat of Basil Christian and his generosity
in bequeathing the gardens to Rhodesia on his death in 1950.

Xerophytica Post-Congress EWANRIGG Tour

We hope you enjoy your picnic lunch!

After some sitting around, laughter, chatter and debate, the buses left for a tour of a magnificent garden in town, belonging to Brian
and Barbara Terry (Brian was the first Chairperson of the Aloe Society of Zim, and has an amazing garden of aloes, many of which
are hybrids that he has created — a hobby of his.) What a day jam-packed with aloes in full winter flower!



POST-CONGRESS TOUR 2: THE GREAT DYKE

We were all up early for The Great Dyke Post Congress Tour, and headed to the meeting point, Mount Pleasant Post Office, where
cars and delegates were to congregate for the day trip to the Great Dyke. Our steering committee members in charge of the route
were notoriously ‘interesting’ at directions and distances, and we set off with a number of maps, google images, hand-drawn
directions and written instructions for the drivers.
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Each of the vehicles was filled with a variety of fascinating passengers, from presenters and experts to delegates and members of
the Society.What a magic day stuck in a car with fascinating people! We headed off out of town and stopped at a glorious venue for
our early morning tea, coffee and nibbles.
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After a cuppa and a piece of buttered home-made banana bread, the Botanising began...

Now “botanising” has many meanings from my recent experiences — in general, the experts jump out of the cars as soon as they
come to a near halt, and head off into the hills to places no-one would go to, to see aloes and plants ‘in habitat’, they take incredible
photos, get very excited and are typically impossible to herd back into the cars. There are the normal people, who follow the leader
and see what has been planned for them (which included incredible aloe chabaudii, lovely euphorbias and some fascinating rock
paintings), take lots of photos with much oooo-ing and ahhh-ing. Then there are the few that do both, but include a moment or two
of going off the beaten track (a little) and sneak a little botanical sample or two!



All car occupants having been successfully accounted for, we commenced on the off-road part of our trip. It was definitely a
privilege to be in one of the front vehicles, as the dust kicked up was enormous, and | think that the last cars were caked in it by the
end of the day. Much jostling for position, as you may imagine!

The next stop was halfway up the Vanad Pass section of the Great Dyke. There had been fierce fires through the week before, so we
were a little concerned whether we’d be able to serve up the incredible aloe ortholophas for our delegates. The chrome mining on
the Dyke is distressing, as you witness whole sides of mountains dug up and destroyed. It was fascinating to observe that this does
not seem to impact the aloe ortholopha too gravely, and little babies and small plants are abundant on recently mined and ore-d
material. There was much discussion among the authorities as to the importance of recently dug up minerals, and the lack of grass
which protects the small plants from fire and other competition. At the first sighting of our aloe ortholopha, the convoy came to an
abrupt halt for “botanising”! There were people hanging off all sorts of parts of the mountains — quite terrifying and definitely a
need for head counts before proceeding on the journey.






After the traditional herding of botanists into cars, we continued towards our lunch venue. At this stage we were only running about
2 hours late - botanising is clearly not synonymous with clock-watching! On our way to the lunch venue, through the dust clouds, we
spotted a small grouping of majestic Aloe christianii and jumped out for a look, several debates and photo opportunities. Aloe
christianii was named for H.Basil Christian, owner of the farm that includes the type locality collected in 1936. A. christianii thrive in
wooden grassland and light open woodland. In most years, the plant are burnt back during the dry season by grass fires and they
thrive under these conditions. A. christianii is not known to thrive under cultivation.
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Our lunch venue was at the homestead of a very kind farmer, Rolf Hangartner, who opened his lawns up to us. After the day’s
corrugated roads, much dust and climbing, the packed lunches of chicken-mayo and lettuce sandwich or ham and gouda sandwich,
along with mini chicken pies, enormous naartjies and a stupendously rich slice of millionaire’s shortbread, went down extremely
well. The bar was suitably tucked into and after a well-earned rest, a tour of the breeding wattled cranes and a quick hike, we
assembled back into our vehicles (with some swapping around of heads!) and proceeded towards the highlight of the day, the
Caesars Pass. A dash of 4x4 driving to get up the pass, with the vehicles finding resting places dotted around the road wherever a
small safe spot appeared! Sincere botanising ensued!!! The sun was slowly going down and the pure, golden light that we had on

the hills was heavenly.
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Aloe ortholopha are incredible — their flowers can vary from a dark dusty pink to bright red and in rarer cases, a peachy orange.
The books say that aloe ortholopha have up to 4 horizontally branching racemes — well, our Great Dyke specimens had up to 7
racemes — another example of hyperinflation in Zimbabwe!
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The sun set (most inconveniently, as | believe that all of us could have stayed there all night.) We headed back along some tough
roads back to Harare — a long trip in the dark negotiating dirt roads and then the horrendous night traffic along the Mazoe/Bindura
Road. Back to the Mount Pleasant car park with exhausted eyes and drivers’ hands shattered from their death grips on the wheel for
the past hour or two. What a privilege to experience such splendour and beauty with a group of enthusiastic and fascinating people.



